English Grammar

For Bible Students

By Benjamin J. Williams



This little set of notes on English grammar is
Dedicated to my treasure above rubies, my wife,
Charmion Selene Williams,
Who crosses my i's and dots my t's.
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INTRODUCTION
Why Should the Bible Student Know English Grammar?

The reasons for a study of this type are many thmae simple reasons will be given here.
First, the Bible claims to be the inspired word3ad (Il Tim. 3:16). This expression means that
the Scriptures claim to be “God breathed”, and Bitde often makes this claim for even the
words of the text (Il Sam. 23:2 “The Spirit of therp spake by me, and his word was in my
tongue.”). Inspired writers often use the gramofahe Scriptures to make doctrinal arguments.
Our Lord appealed to the tense of a verb to prbeeré¢surrection, pointing out that God says “I
am” Abraham’s God as opposed to “I was” (Matt. 23:3 Paul makes a doctrinal point
concerning the promise of the Messiah by pointmdghie number of the noun “seed” as being
singular and not plural (Gal. 3:16). This implibsit a better understanding of grammar would
allow a better understanding of the Bible.

Second, the Bible was originally written in langaagther than English. To properly learn
these languages, one must first be a master ofdtinee tongue. When studying Greek, one will
often be asked to translate sentences in and dahglish. Without a functional knowledge of
English, many fail in these exercises. Furthermaneorder to discern whether or not the
original language has been correctly translatethbymultitudes of available versions, one must
understand the usage and senses of English gramnaaldition to simple definitions. Is the
future perfect verb “shall have been bound” a bettedering than the simple future “shall be
bound” in Matt. 16:19? Who can say without firabkving the difference in the two verb tenses!
In any language, the rules of grammar mean as rauahore to a sentence than the definitions
of the individual words.

Third, the Christian is often in a situation whéie selection of words, either on the written
page or in oral speech, determines whether oramedost soul comprehends the Gospel. Some
will claim that we are saved by “faith only”, whicimplies that grace, blood, love, and
repentance are unnecessary. What they probably isethat we are saved “only by faith”,
which implies that faith is essential while not lexting the other essentials. For this reasors, it i
prudent to learn how to carefully and properly ¢ong sentences and complete thoughts.

Tools for Grammar Study and Improvement

| hope that this text will be a resource and antding pad for an improvement of your
grammar. However, this text is by no means a cetmgnsive grammar book, as this book
assumes a working knowledge of English. For thatten, even an exhaustive grammar book is
insufficient for complete mastery of the Englishdaage. The following resources would be an
aide in your continuing growth in the English toegu

1. A comprehensive grammar book.Like any language, English is filled with subtle,
tricky, deceptive rules that can completely chatige meaning of a text. Because
English is a bubbling stew of rules and words frother languages, both of Romantic



and Germanic origin, it is especially full of extieps and verbal cul-de-sacs. A
complete, comprehensive grammar book will fill e tholes left by this text.

2. An unabridged dictionary. While the rules of grammar have more control oser
sentence than the definitions of the individual @gyrthe words are still the substance of
any sentence. An expansive vocabulary keeps comeation precise, stimulates sleepy
audiences, and prevents misunderstandings. A goalbridged dictionary will provide
the etymology of a word and its meanings in varietgs. This is especially important if
you are using a version of the Bible like the Aroan Standard Version (1901 style
English) or the King James Version (1611-1769 sBiglish). For example, knowing
that the words “perfect” and “conversation” havamted meanings over the years will
greatly improve your study of the King James Vatsio

3. Stimulating reading materials. The best way to keep your grammar skills and
vocabulary keen is to read. Obviously, a scholgrlynal will do more for you than a
comic book. Fortunately, the Bible student witreBable version already has an interest
in a classic text of the English language. Nothhag contributed to my personal
understanding of the English language more tharstongies in the King James Bible, the
finest piece of English literature in existence.or® modern versions lack some of the
eloquence and style of the older classics, so if @ trying to read to improve your
vocabulary and grammar, be careful what you chtmsead.

4. Vocabulary builders. If you have had a love of reading from an eadg,ayou have a
great head start above others. If not, you mayl megood vocabulary builder to catch
up. Several such books flood the market every gadrmost are relatively inexpensive.
Generally they consist of a word-a-day type format.

5. Guide to English Usage. Many of the books in the grammar section of akistawre
actually deal more with usage than grammar, as Wediscuss it. “Usage” deals with
the distinction between commonly confused words emrdmon grammar mistakes. A
book on this subject can be helpful to your writeerd oral communication. However,
since the Bible doesn’t contain grammar errors toiurse will not deal with that in any
detail.

Disclaimer

| feel compelled to inform you that | am only amateur English teacher. | have had good
training in the English language thanks to a pdihighly critical and helpful high school
teachers. | should also acknowledge that my utateigg of the usefulness of grammar in
Bible study was built up by several preachers wieovary dear to me. However, this does not
make me an expert. If you find grammar mistakeghis text (I try to always split a few
infinitives and leave a few participles danglingt)conflicts with other grammar texts, | am most
likely in the wrong.



As an anecdotal explanation of my grammatical gigeeor lack thereof, allow me to relate a
short story. In high school, | was often selectedattend scholastic competitions, often to
compete against other students by taking testsor@nsuch occasion, | was chosen to represent
my school in the grammar part of the competitidrwas given a blank answer form and a test.
To my credit, | took first place in the competitionTo my shame, | misspelled the word
“grammar” as “gramar” on the subject line of theaer form.

Format

| originally formatted this text using concise nuenéd rules. However, with each revision,
my numbered rules have become numbered paragrajpitstspersed throughout the text are
example tables. The example sentences are numaedethen referenced in the lesson. Also,
to encourage application of this material, | hawduded some application sections, indicated by
the little Bible symbol, where the student is emeged to apply the current concept to a passage
of Scripture.

At the end of the lesson is a brief exercise thitnermally ask you to open your Bible and
think about English grammar at the same time. €arsbe a chore if this is the first attempt that
you have made in this kind of studying, but it islhworth the effort.

In addition, because this text is aimed in partamvthose interested in studying Bible
languages like Greek, | will occasionally stop andke comments that compare Greek and
English. If you have no interest in Greek, then yoay have little interest in these comments.

Sources

My primary source for grammar rules in this texHarvey’s Revised English Grammalts
first copyright was in 1878, while my edition ispymighted 1986. It is subtitled Practical
Grammar of the English Languagé prefer the concise old primers for my purposes

All Bible quotations will come out of the King JasiBible of which | am a huge fan. Other
reliable translations exist, but none with the tept style of the KJV. Furthermore, | take
theological issue with some of the modern speeatstations ... but that would be the subject of
another book entirely! Suffice it to say that bek the KJV for this text for the reasons already
stated — scholarly journal instead of comic book.

Helpful Vocabulary

Sometimes we will have to split hairs as we disogiemmar. It will be helpful for me to
define a few words up front.

Linguistics is the science of languages. It is not a fieldcdjr to any one language, but
instead is universal to all.

Syntax is the structure of terms in a line. This ternused in computer programming and
grammar as well. It relates to order more thanmmea



Grammar is the specific set of rules that governs a lagguaThe rules make it possible to
safely communicate an idea.

Usageis the study of specific words and how they shooitdshould not be used in a
language. For example, “to”, “two”, and “too” astudied under usage. We will not deal lot
with this subject in this class.

Spelling relates to the formation of an individual word.eW¥ill not cover this much in this

class either.



|. PARTS OF SPEECH

The following is intended to be a list, not so maclesson. Entire lessons will be devoted to the
terms below later in this book. For now, just reead learn the terms. If you finish and feel a
little confused, just be patient!

1. The English language divides its words intoengkasses: noun, adjective, pronoun, verb,
verbal, adverb, preposition, conjunction, inteij@et This section will give an overview of the
classes, but a detailed study will be left for daite the text. It should be noted that this
classification is somewhat arbitrary. Some textsawange things differently, but this list will
at least give you the general idea.

2. Anoun names some entity, such as person, place, or.thAngoun in this sense is merely a
name, whether specific or common. Examples: B&thew, Bethlehem, baptistery.

3. Anadjective modifies a noun or pronoun. By modify, | meanttthe adjective describes or
distinguishes the noun or pronoun it modifies. iRstance, the noun “car” includes all that falls
under the classification “car”. However, “fast Gawhere the adjective “fast” modifies the noun
“car”, limits the noun under consideration to jtisbse cars that are fast. Examples: tall, small,
red.

4. A pronoun replaces a noun, usually for convenience saketheRahan repeat the noun,
“establishmentarianism”, in every related senteees, could simply insert the pronoun “it” in
the place of the noun. Examples: he, she, it.

5. Averb expresses action. The action does not have physical or even pertain to motion.
A verb can describe spiritual or mental processéstbs can also express being or state, as with
the verb “is”. Example: be, hit, repent.

6. Averbal is a word that comes from a verb, but it has tfloperties of another part of speech.
The three kinds of verbals are gerunds, infinitj\aesl participles. Aerund acts as a noun. An
infinitive acts somewhat like a noun as well. However,ghsdiciple is a modifier relates an
action to whatever word it modifies. For instanicean show that a person wrote his lesson after
studying hard by saying, “Having studied hard, heote the lesson.” Here the participle,
“having”, shows a completed action on the parth&f houn prior to the main verb. Examples:
singing, having, dangling.

7. Anadverb modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb.wih the adjective modifier, the
adverb describes or distinguishes a word that itifres. The adverb often describbew a
thing is. Example: very, happily, often.

8. A preposition shows a relationship between the preposition’saband something else.
They can show location, time, means, or natureantpte: in, after, by, of.



9. A conjunction is used to connect thoughts together. It cands® un a variety of ways.
Conjunctions often have a definite logic valueha Bible that will be discussed later in this text.
Example: and, or, but.

10. Aninterjection expresses emotion. They are rarely used in fommding, though are
prevalent in dialogues. They often come with exaton marks. This is the only part of
speech that will not be discussed further in thxg.t Example: oh, ah, alas.



Exercise |. Parts of Speech

Instructions:

Take a shot at identifying to which parts of speehfollowing words belong. If you don’t do
too well, don't fret! This is just an introductouiz. More will be said about the parts of
speech as we go.

Bonus: If the word could be more than one padpdech depending on context, put that answer
down as well.

1. adversary
2. deity

3. holy

4. holily

5. or

6. alas

7. ye

8
9
1

. unto
. sing
0.singing
Instructions:
Find the parts of speech in Bible verses. Sitevree below and list the word. One verse for
each part of speech will suffice. Don’t make itde than it is!
Noun
Adjective
Pronoun
Verb
Participle
Adverb
Preposition

Conjunction

Interjection



[I. THE SIMPLE SENTENCE
Elements of Syntax

1. The simple sentence is the smallest compleiteofirEnglish words. Anything less than a
complete, simple sentence will fail to coherenttynenunicate a complete thought. For example,
“preachers singers” or “speak sing” fail to comnuaté a complete thought, whereas “preachers
speak” and “singers sing” are proper simple seg@nd communicate a complete thought.

2. The simple sentence is composed of two palrsthis context, thesubject of a sentence
names what the sentence is about. pieglicate of a sentence tells us what we should know
about the subject. While this is by no means aolalte rule, the subject of a sentence generally
starts at the beginning of the sentence and entlseaterb. Accordingly, the predicate of a
sentence commonly begins at the verb and contitmélse end of a sentence. Consider the
following examples.

Table 1 — Subjects & Predicates

SUBJECT| PREDICATE

Jesus wept.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

God | is light.

#
1
2
3 [Understood- You] | Preach the word.
4
5

God | hath not given us the spirit of fear.

3. As demonstrated in Table 1, the subject pathefsentence contains the subject, sometimes
in the form of a nourfl). The subject also may contain adjectives, ggsaand even clauses
pertaining to the subject (2). In some sententks,imperatives, the subject may not even
appear in the text, but it can be inferred fromabatext (3). Types of houns and other subjects
will be discussed in future lessons. The term toatd, by itself, be the subject of the sentence
is often called theimple subjectto distinguish it from theomplete subject which includes all
words not in the predicate (2).

4. Theverb of the sentence relates the “subject thought”h® “tpredicate thought”. As
demonstrated in Table 1, the verb may simply namacéion done by or to the subject (1). The
verb may also relate without action. The verb regyate two thoughts or compare the subject
and predicate thoughts in a descriptive sense Thg types and rules of verbs will be discussed
in a later lesson.

5. A predicate may also containdaect object. The direct object is that which is directly
related to the subject by the verb. In Sentenc¢beégven” and “earth” are those things that were
created by God, making them the direct objectbefsentence. In Sentence 3, the “word” is that
which is to be preached, making it the direct abgcthe sentence. You can usually find the
direct object by asking the question, “what?” Gumeated what? Answer: the heavens and the
earth — your direct object. Not all sentences Fadeect object.

10



6. A predicate may also contain emlirect object. In Sentence 5, “the spirit of fear” is the
direct object because it is that which directlyutess(or in this cause does “not” result) from the
verb. God hath not given what? Answer: the spiritear. The word “us” identifies to whom
the spirit of fear has (not) been given. “Us” eh the indirect object of the sentence. The
indirect object is usually the answer to the questio whom?

Not all sentences have an indirect object. Uguaibu would not have an indirect object
without a direct object.

7. Sentences do not have to be simple in classtire. You may run across very confusing
sentences that are still simple sentences in tyer lessons will address complex sentences
(sentences with one or more dependent clausesraimdigpendent clause), compound sentences
(sentences with two or more independent clausad)campound-complex sentences (sentences
with multiple dependent and independent claus&se simple sentence is still the basic pattern
for the English sentence.

APPLICATION: \\%

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom tle Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring athings to your remembrance, whatsoever
have said unto you.

This sentence is complicated, but we can examiaéntthependent clause like a simple sentence.
“He shall teach you all things.” The pronoun, “Hes identified as the Comforter and the Holy

Ghost. “He”, as the subject, “shall teach”, ourbveWhat will be taught? Answer: “all things”
— the direct object. Who will be taught? Answigou”, the indirect object. To understand the
passage, one must answer the question: Who is ?yoln’ later lessons, we will learn that|to
understand a pronoun, you must find its antecedelror now, we have learned that the
Comforter was promised to whoever “you” is in tbantext.

Classes of Sentences

8. Sentences in English come in one of four clasdéhough rarely used to describe these four
classes in English, a linguistic term that desailige property of a sentence or clause that
pertains to the response it expects from the rdadener is calleamood, or mode The English
language has four moods: declarative, exclamaitonyerative, interrogatory.

Table 2 — Sentence Classes or Moods

Declarative | Many shall come in my name.

Exclamatory| Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisegmdrites!

Imperative Take heed that no man deceive you.

Imperative Get thee hence, Satan.

Q|WIN|F

Interrogatory| When shall these things be?

11



9. Thedeclarative sentence makes a statement or assertion of factlfie only response the
declarative sentence expects from the reader ip@mnsion and contemplation. While not all
declarative sentences are true, declarative sesgeare stated as true. The declarative sentence
is concluded with a period.

10. Theexclamatory sentence is like the declarative sentence, lmxgtesses stronger emotion
on the part of the speaker/writer (2). The exclamyasentence expects the reader to have an
emotional response to what is stated, or at leastdognize the emotion of the one making the
statement. Such sentences sometimes includeectierjs and are most often found in dialogue
or poetry. Because of the nature of an exclamatatement, they often rearrange or contract
the common form of the simple sentence. The exalary sentence is concluded with an
exclamation mark.

11. Theimperative sentence is a command. It expects the subjeitteo$entence to respond
with corresponding action. The subject of an imfiee sentence is either not stated at all (3) or
is set off by a comma (4). Only the subject of seatence is expected to obey the command
unless the command is elsewhere broadened by thtexto Hermeneutically speaking, it is
understood in the Bible that an imperative includssits broad subject anyone in the same
pertinent circumstances as the subject of the iaiper For example, if someone says, “cut
your red hair”, those with black hair would not @@ncerned. Similarly, the command to build
an ark would probably be limited to Noah because dsenot share any of the important
circumstances (i.e. impending global flood). Oa tther hand, if someone says, “you are an
author, so use proper grammar”, all authors sheateé note. Similarly, all those in sin are
generally considered under the command to repeen ¢lrough the command was given to
sinners 2000 years ago. The imperative sentencenisluded with a period or an exclamation
mark where the sentence is to reflect a shoutetinphasized command.

APPLICATION: \\%

Eph. 4:28Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let hin labour ...

We haven't covered the subject of “person” yet, beite is a little side note that relates to the
Greek imperative. Greek grammar has a verb fomthie 3° person imperative. English lacks a
convenient form for that construction. Insteade tBreek % person imperative is often
translated using the word “let” followed by th¥ Berson subject. This can be seen twice in the
verse above. The word “let” is not really intendedsignal permission, as in “let them stop
stealing if they wish”. It is just as imperative the statement, “stop stealing” or “do not steal”

12. Theinterrogative sentence is a question (5). It expects an anBwer either the person
addressed or the general audience. A questioraslarior several types of answers, but most
common types of questions are: who, what, whenyeylvehy, and how. One important stylistic
device is therhetorical question, which assumes a particular answer from the auodidar
dramatic emphasis (“Have ye not read?”). The ingative sentence ends with a question mark.

12



Exercise Il: The Simple Sentence

Instructions:

Identify the important parts of the sentence disedsin this lesson in the following verses.
Label the subject, predicate, and verb. If thexaidirect or indirect object, identify those as
well. If the verse has more than one clause, teaah clause separately.

Pro. 10:12

Mark 16:16

| John 2:20

| Th. 5:22

Rev. 21:8

Instructions:

Find two verses in the Bible for each sentencesclaBhe verse must have in it a sentence or
clause in the named mood.

Indicative

Interrogative

Imperative

Declarative

13



[1l. NOUNS
Introduction to Nouns

1. Nounsare names, whether they are of a person or tomagrete or abstract. Nouns are of
two general types: common and propercolmon nounis general and may refer to a class or
category, such as book, god, or human.prdper noun is specific and refers to a particular
entity, such as Bible, God, or Benjamin. A propeun is marked by a capital letter. However,
this distinction is artificial in the Bible, becauthe manuscripts of the Bible have no case
distinctions. Anytime you see a proper noun in Bible (such as “Spirit” as opposed to
“spirit”), the distinction is only the result of éhtranslators interpretation of the noun as proper,
SO use caution with such terms.

2. The properties of the noun are gender, persamper, and case.

Gender

3. In some other languages, sex is a naturalndigin between objects whereas gender is a
grammatical distinction. An object with no sexoakntation may be referred to as masculine or
feminine. In English, howevegenderis related to sex rather than an intrinsic charact the
word. Themasculine genderdenotes a male or figuratively something with neplalities. The
feminine genderdenotes a female or figuratively something witméée qualities. Theeuter
genderdenotes neither male nor female. In some grantexés, thecommon genderis used to
denote either male or female.

4. Rarely will one see a grammatical distinctioithwregard to gender in English. The
exceptions are in some pronouns and in words bedodinom other languages. The gender of
children or animals is generally neutral.

5. As our living language becomes more genderitbemyswe will see some things change. For
example, the English language has always been eufives leaning language, where “he” could
be used to represent both males and females in sases (Mark 16:16). Today, the generic
“he” is being replaced by “he or she” or “one” irany cases.

6. Personification can give gender to a neuter object. As mentiateu/e, this is due to the
gualities of the object being considered. Thia @mmon form of figurative language.

Number & Person

7. Number is the property of nouns that identifies quantitgingular nouns refer to one.
Plural nouns refer to two or more. The most common veaigéntify the plural is through an
added “s” or “es” on the end of the noun. Somedsaequire more change to indicate plurality

14



(“knife” has a consonant change and becomes “khivegile others have no normal plural
form (one “fish”, two “fish”, three “fish”, ...).

APPLICATION: \\%

| Cor. 6:15 Know ye not that your bodiesare the members of Christ? shall | then take the
members of Christ, and makehemthe members of an harlot? God forbid.

| Cor. 6:19 What? know ye not that your bodyis the temple of the Holy Ghostvhich isin
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

In these passages, a change in noun number helpedber to interpret the passage. In verse
15, this group of people has a plurality of bodi@$is would seem to point to the physical body

that each individual has. In verse 19, this grotipeople (contextually we can say the sgme
group of people) has one, singular body. Sinceatitbor chose to make the distinction, | am

compelled to believe that it is meaningful. Fastand other reasons, | conclude that that they
are not the same “body”. Come back to this apptinabox after you cover the section pn
pronouns and you will notice that “your” is distunghably plural as it is used in the KJV.

8. Personis the property of nouns that distinguishes partspe A noun referring back directly
to the speaker/writer is in tHast person. A noun referring to the person being addressed i
thesecond person A noun referring to a person being spoken af thethird person.

Case

9. Caseis the property of nouns that identifies the nsur@lation to other words. Nouns have
four cases: nominative, possessive, objective, absblute. In English, case is rarely
distinguished by the word itself. Usually, onlettvord’s function in the sentence will indicate
case.

10. Thenominative caseis when a noun or pronoun is used in the subjeatatause. A noun
can be in the predicate and still be nominativéhie case of a predicate nominative, where a
noun in the predicate simply renames the subjeatl (€ light).

11. Thepossessive cass the use of a noun or pronoun to show ownersfhiipis case can also
show relationship, as in “Ben’s hometown”. | dot movn my hometown. The possessive is
merely showing that the hometown under considaratidhe one related to me. The possessive
case is often indicated by the “-'s” form for aghar or a “-’ "for plurals ending in “s”. Older
names ending in “s” (Moses, Jesus, etc.) can bleyttb make possessive, SO many writers save
themselves the trouble by finding a different wéysaying what they want (try “law of Moses”
instead of “Moses’es’es law”).

15



12. Theobject caseis the use of a noun or pronoun as the directcbbiedirect object, or an
object of a preposition (to be studied later).

13. Theabsolute cases the use of a noun independent of any govermioigl. This is similar

to the nominative except in usage. It is commarslgd in direct discourse (“Ben!”).

Other Items of Note

14. Anappositiveis a noun used to identify another noun in the @diate context. They are
generally set off by commas. The appositive isdhme thing as the noun it identifies (“our
beloved brother, Paul, ...” where Paul is the app@it

15. Declensionis the variation of nouns spelling to indicategtammar. While other languages
use declension a great deal, English reservesiitlyniar plurality. In the next lesson, we will
see that it is more extensively used for pronouns.

16. Parsingis the process of identifying a word’s part of sge properties, and relationship to
sentence.

16



Exercise Ill: Nouns
Instructions: Give the number and case for each underlined nouhe following verses.

The LORDis my shepherd shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastuhesleadeth me beside the still waters

He restoreth my souhe leadeth me in the patbsrighteousnestor his hame'sake

Yea, though | walk through the valley the shadovef death | will fear no_evil for thou art
with me; thy rodand thy stafthey comfort me.

Thou preparest a tablefore me in the presenoémine_enemieghou anointest my heaadith
oil; my cuprunneth over.

Surely goodnesand_mercyshall follow me all the daysf my life: and | will dwell in the house
of the LORDfor ever.

17



V. PRONOUNS

1. Thepronoun is the part of speech used to replace an unnegessan.

convenience and to reduce redundancy.

Table 3 — Simple Pronoun Declension

It is

used for

First Person

Singular Plural
Nominative | | Nominative | We
Possessive| My or mine Possessive | Our
Objective | Me Objective Us
Second Person
Older Modern
Singular | Plural Singular | Plural
Nominative | Thou Ye Nominative | You You
Possessive| Thy or thine Your Possessive | Your Your
Objective | Thee You Objective | You You
Third Person
Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter Neuter or Common
Nominative | He She It Nominative | They
Possessive| His Her Its Possessive | Their
Objective | Him Her It Objective | Them
Table 4 — Compound Pronoun Declension
First Person
Singular Plural
Nom & Obj Myself Nom & Obj | Ourselves
Second Person
Singular Plural
Nom & Obj | Thyselfor yourself | Nom & Obj | Yourselves
Third Person
Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter Neuter or Common
Nom & Obj | Himself | Herself ltself Nom & Obj | Themselves

2. The antecedentis the noun or equivalent expression replaced Hg/ gronoun.

The

antecedent generally precedes the pronoun, but tspese the antecedent can follow the
pronoun. ldentifying the proper antecedent is i@luo understanding a pronoun.

18



3. The pronoun has the same properties as the rlbhas gender, person, number, and case. In
fact, these properties can often be more easihifted in the pronoun. The gender, person, and
number of a pronoun always agree with its antedgdaut its case depends on sentence
construction.

APPLICATION: \%

Matt. 16:19 And | will give unto thee the keys othe kingdom of heaven: and whatsoeve
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heavenand whatsoever thou shalt loose o
earth shall be loosed in heaven.

-

Matt. 18:18 Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye Igll bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shiaé loosed in heaven.

Using the KJV and our new found understanding efdhier 3¢ person pronouns, we can notice
that in the first verse above, Jesus is speakingnt® person (singular “thee”). In the second
verse, Jesus repeats the same thing to a groupapie (plural “you). This means that the
Catholic Church cannot claim that Peter alone xetkthe authority to reveal divine law (as they
understand it) because this promise is also madeytoup of people (the Apostles).

4. Pronouns can be divided into four classes:gmels possessive, relative, and interrogative.

1| Personal Jesus saith unto,Hehat speak unto thesen he
2 | Possessive My doctrine is not mjtoeit histhat sent me.

3 | Relative ... Jesus, whowe have crucified, ...

4 | Interrogative | Whaseekest thou?

Personal Pronouns

5. Personal pronounshave a noun as their antecedent (1). The pregedf a personal
pronoun are often clearly identified by the woklf. They can be simple or compound, where
a form of the term “self” is added.

6. “Mine” and “thine” are used before words begmwith a vowel sound in older English.
7. Thoy thy, thine thee thyself andye had no verifiable, exclusive meaning in their ogra,

religious or otherwise. In modern times, the wdndse been commonly reserved for religious
or poetic purposes.
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Possessive, Relative, & Interrogative Pronouns

8. Possessive pronounsefer to the possessor or sometimes that whichssgssed (2).

9. Relative pronounsare used to represent a preceding word or phraséhan to join them to
a limiting clause (3).

10. Interrogative pronouns are who, which, and what when used in questions (4). The
subsequentis the part of the answer represented by therogative pronoun. They must also
agree in gender, person, and number.
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Exercise IV: Pronouns
Instructions: Fill in the chart.

First Person

Singular Plural
Nominative Nominative
Possessive Possessive
Objective Objective
Second Person
Older Modern
Singular | Plural Singular | Plural
Nominative Nominative
Possessive Possessive
Objective Objective
Third Person
Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter Neuter or Common
Nominative Nominative
Possessive Possessive
Objective Objective
First Person
Singular Plural
Nom & Obj Nom & Obj |
Second Person
Singular Plural
Nom & Obj | Nom & Obj |
Third Person
Singular Plural
Masculine| Feminine | Neuter Neuter or Common
Nom & Obj | Nom & Obj |

Instructions: Give the person and number of each pronoun.

1 | Jesus saith unto hdrthat speak unto thesem_he

2 | My doctrine is not mingebut_histhat sent me.
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V. ADJECTIVES

1. Adjectives modify a noun. They can be descriptive, idemifyia quality of the noun, or
definitive, identifying the noun without a namingiadity of it. Definitive adjectives can be
articles, pronominal, or demonstrative.

2. Articles are the most common adjectives. “The” is called definite article as it
exclusively identifies a noun. “A” and “an” arellea indefinite articles because they identify

in a general manner. “An” is used before words biegin with a vowel sound.
\a{(

Jude 3 ... ye should earnestly contend for_theaith which was once delivered unto the
saints.

APPLICATION:

In the above passage, the definite article idegtithe faith as a specific and definite faith, as
opposed to a generic, indefinite faith. The conhidentifies this faith as the New Testament

faith (system) as opposed to an individual's subjecbeliefs. Other passages have the same
Greek construction but are translated without tsfende article. This leads to misinterpretation,

like in the passage below. There, the faith instjoa is not a subjective or generic faith|in
anything, but is “the” faith of Jesus Christ fourmdthe New Testament. It is always wise|to
consider the usage of the word faith in a passage.

Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through { the} faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God.

3. As an aside, the Greek language, as some ptteers10 indefinite article. When you read an
indefinite article in the English New Testament,igteither because of an interpretation, a
convenience, or a lack or any article.

4. Pronominal adjectivescan stand without a noun. For example: Forallehsinned. Here,
“all” is an adjective. It probably stands for “a@len” or “all races”. The Greek uses adjectives
this way a great deal. The expression “risen ftbendead” uses a Greek pronominal adjective,
“dead”, and thus should read, “the dead ones”lue ttead people”.

5. Demonstratives are definitive, pronominal adjectives. They at@s, that, these, those,
former, latter, both, same, yoand yonder “This” (or the plural, “these”) points to a near
object, while “that” (or the plural, “those”) posto a more distant object.

6. Distributives represent objects that are separeéeh, every, eithegndneither Indefinites
represent objects in a general way, suclaljsany, anotherandsome
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7. Numbers can also be used as adjectives. Tdregltow amount or order.
8. Adjectives can also show degrees, suckalistaller, tallest

9. Adjectives are also used in sentences withed Vrb in the predicate to describe the subject.
For example: God is faithful and just.
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Exercise V: Adjectives

Instructions: Comment on how changing the underlined articlesrdlie meaning of the verses
below.

John 1:11In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wahk Wiod, and the Word was God.
John 1:11In the beginning wag word, anda word was with God, andword was God.

John 1:11n the beginning was the Word, and the Word wdhk ®iod, and the Word wasGod.

Gal. 3:11But that no man is justified by the law in thehgigf God, it is evident: for, The just
shall live by faith.

Gal. 3:11But that no man is justified kgylaw in the sight of God, it is evident: for, Thes§
shall live bya faith.

Gal. 3:11But that no man is justified by the law in thehgigf God, it is evident: for, The just
shall live bythe faith.
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VI. VERBS

1. Averb expresses being, action, or state.

1 | Copulative | It wagpleasant to the eyes.

2 | Transitive God so lovethe world.

3 | Intransitive | Jesus wept

2. A verb may be aopulative (Latin for something that connects) verb that nyecennects the
subject and predicate (1). A verb may beaasitive verb that requires an object (2). A verb
may be anntransitive verb that does not require an object (3).

3. The properties of the verb areoice mood tense number and person. We will not spend

any time on the subject of mood as we coveredatneattribute of the simple sentence.

Voice
4. Voice pertains to transitive verbs and shows whethestibgect acts or is acted on.

1 | Active God so lovedhe world.

2 | Passive We were reconciléal God by the death of his Son.

5. Active voice (1) has the subject acting on an objeeéassive voicg2) has the subject being
acted on by an object.

6. Greek has middle voicewhere “the subject is acting so as to participatgome way in the
results of the action” (Summers, p. 38). The nedtin emphasize the subject acting for its own
benefit, the subject itself, or reciprocal actiam & plural subject. The English has no middle
voice, so translations have to ignore the middladat words to represent it properly.

APPLICATION: \\$
AN

X

Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and_be convertedhat your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presercof the Lord;

In the above passage, the verb is translateditawefre passive. However, the Greek verb has no
passivity at all. The same form of the same word ( is used in the verse below where
it is obviously not passive. Hence, the imperais/® convert, not so much to be converted.

Matt. 24:18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
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Tense, Number, and Person

Present He that Mithout sin ...
Past He stoopedown.
Future The Romans shall come

Present Perfecf We have fouthe: Messias.

Past Perfect He had dotieese things on the Sabbath day.

DO |WIN|F-

Future Perfect | He shall have delivergathe kingdom to God.

7. Tenseindicates the time of the verb. The basic termsespast (1), present(2), future (3).
The past is speaks of events prior to the presedtia often indicated by an “-ed” ending,
although there are many variations. The presesakspof action in the here and now. The
future expresses action yet to occur and is ofxsgmessed by adding the helpers “will” or “shall”
to the verb.

8. In addition to the basic tenses, there argé#riect tensesPresent perfect(4) shows a past
action that is connected with the present and imlbsindicated by the word “have”. In our
example, they had found the Messiah in the pastihay still knew who he was in the present.
Past perfect(5) declares an action to be completed in the aagtis generally indicated by the
word “had”. In our example, the things done on 8abbath were complete as it was no longer
the Sabbath.Future perfect (6) shows an action to be finished before a future and will
have both the helper “shall” or “will” and the wofdave”. In our example, when that time
comes, the kingdom will already be delivered.

9. Personandnumber are the modifications of verbs that make thematpethe subject. The
forms must simply be memorized through usage.
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Exercise VI: Verbs
Instructions: Find a verb in the Bible that matches the catedmted. List the verse and the

verb.

Copulative

Transitive

Active Voice

Passive Voice

Past Tense

Present Tense

Future Tense

Past Perfect

Present Perfect

Future Perfect

Singular

Plural

27



L ESSONVII: ADVERBS

1. Anadverb is a word that modifies a verb, adjective, paptiej or another adverb. Sometimes
adverbs can modify a phrase or clause. Adverb$eatistinguished by purpose, as in the table
below. Adverbs can be tricky to identify, except the adverbs of manner which are easily
identified by their “-ly” ending.

1| Time When? How long? How often? After, again, aoays

2 | Place Where? Whither? Whence? Below, down, ug, lleere
3| Cause | Why? Wherefore? Wherefore, therefore, then
4 | Manner| How? Well, badly, easily, perhaps
5| Degree| How much? How little? As, almost, enougbrenless
6 | Modal | Assertions Verily, truly, not, no, yes

2. Adverbial phrasesare a combination of words used as a single advEsb “by and by”,
“through and through”, “no more”, “as usual”.

3. Conjunctive adverbsare used to connect sentences used as modifierthamnerm modified.
Ex: “It shall come to pass, when | bring a clowgiothe earth.”

4. As a rule, adverbs cannot modify nouns directjouns can sometimes act like adverbs by
giving information about time for instance.

APPLICATION: \\%

James 2:19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest We...

In the above passage, the word “well” is an advdrbat means that it modifies the verb “doest”,
not the pronoun “thou”. Belief in God is good amldiays good. However, that does not make
the person good. Hence, it is the “doing” thatvedl, not the person that is good. The person
may not be good and still be doing well.

From Merriam-Webster:

usage Adverbial good has been under attack from the schoolroom sincelflie century.
Insistence onvell rather thargoodhas resulted in a split in connotatiovell is standard, neutral,
and colorless, whilgoodis emotionally charged and emphatic. This majasdthe adverb of
choice in sports <"I'm seeing the ball rg@lod' is what you hear -- Roger Angell>. In such
contexts as <listen up. And listgood -- Alex Karras> <lets fly with his tomatoes befdrey
can flee. He gets Clarengeod -- Charles Dickinsonxgoodcannot be adequately replaced by
well. Adverbial goodis primarily a spoken form; in writing it occurs meported and fictional
speech and in generally familiar or informal comgex
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5. An adverb can sometimes be equivalent to aogigpnal phrase. EX: “rapidly” = “in a rapi

d

manner”. This alternative structure is sometimssduby translators.

APPLICATION: \“{(
Matt. 15:9 But in_vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the comandments of
men.

In the above passage, the phrase “in vain” conmas e word in the Greek which is an adve
That means that “in vain” is actually “vainly” whicmodifies “do worship”. Here again, tf
person (they) may not be vain, but the action ofship is vain for them because they teach
doctrines the commandments of men.

rb.
e
for

6. Adverb placement changes meaning as in thersesd below.

1 | Selene is onlyny wife. Selene is my wife and nothing else.
2 | Selene is my onlyife. | have no wife other than Selene.

3 |  am saved onlyy faith. | cannot be saved without faith.

4 | | am saved by faith only | am saved by faith and nothing else.
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LESSONVIIlI: PREPOSITIONS

1. Prepositionsshow relation between tlobject of the prepositionand another word.

2. The most important aspect of the prepositian ithe definition of the word. The preposition
is one of the broadest structures of the Englisiguage. Knowing the possible meanings and
the contextual meaning of the preposition is esskent

See Harvey pg. 95-97.

APPLICATION: \\%

Acts 2:17 ... | will pour out of my Spirit ... {KJV}

Acts 2:17 ... 1 will pour forth of my Spirit ... {ASV}
Acts 2:38 ... ye shall receive the gift othe Holy Ghost ...

What do these mean? Proper understanding heresradah
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Exercise VII: Adverbs
Instructions: In the following verses, identify what the undextinradverbs modifies and what
information is provides (such as: time, place, )etc.

| The. 2:10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and jugtand unblamably we
behaved ourselves among you that believe:

Acts 15:8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witass, giving them the Holy
Ghost, even ase did unto us;

Heb. 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith:

Luke 9:6 And they departed, and went through the towns, pFaching the gospel, and
healing everywhere

Il Tim. 4:1 | charge theetherefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shalludge
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kigdom;

James 1:22But be ye doers of the word, and ndtearers_only, deceiving your own selves.

Exercise VIII: Prepositions
Instructions: Give three examples of how the word “of” mightused. Give the example and
state how it is used.

31



Review Exam One

Give three reasons for a Bible student to studyliEm@grammar.

Name the parts of speech as given in the firsbless

Name the two sections of a sentence.

Name two kinds of objects. Name three for a bquist.

What is a noun? What is a pronoun? What is agctug?

What is a verb?

Name the six verb tenses.
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L ESSONIX: GERUNDS

1. Words that are forms of a verb are calledbals. The three kinds of verbals are gerunds,
participles, and infinitives.

2. Gerundsare words based on the verb used as a noun. allhexyd with—ing.

3. The gerund can occupy any place in a sentérateatnoun can, including subject or object.

Nominative For the preachirgf the cross is to them that perish foolishness ...
Direct Object ... preach unto it the preachthgt | bid thee.
Object of Prep.| ... they repented at the preachintpnas.

4. Some grammarians do not use the term "gerumefause sometimes there is no clear
difference between a gerund and a present pagici@lerund is therefore not a fundamental part
of speech.

APPLICATION: \%

Matt. 12:41 ... they repented at the preachingf Jonas ...

While English and Greek do not always have pargli@ammar, the correct idea can be expressed
anyway. In the above passage, the word “preachisi@’noun in the Greek. Some may thjnk

that the word “preaching” in this passage is a yérli it is a verbal. The English translation
uses a gerund to replace a Greek noun that migawkward to translate. You can tell that this
is a gerund because it (1) ends-ing, (2) is the object of a preposition, (3) and isdified by
the article (adjective) “the”. It is functioning @ noun but looks like a verb, making it a gerund.
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LESSONX: PARTICIPLES

1. Anparticiple is a verbal that shares in both the properties mbun and a verb, but it is not a
verb or a noun. The participle denotes continuasmrceompletion of action, being, or state,
relative to the time denoted by the main verb.

Ye were without Christ, beingliens from the commonwealth of Israel.

He will hear him from his holy heaven with the saystrength of his right hand.

They stand alone, forsakéwy their friends.

AIWIN|F

| am full, having receivedf Epaphroditus the things which were sent from.yo

2. Thepresent participle denotes continuance of action, being, or state Iflalways ends ir
ing. It may be used as an adjective (called a ppidicadjective) (2). Some grammar books
refer to a participial noun, which we are callingeaund.

3. Theperfect participle denotes the completion of action, being, or statene call this the
past participle) (3). This participle often ends @) ed, t, noren

4. Thecompound participle denotes completion or action, being, or statey &tefore the time
represented by the main verb (3). This participl®rmed using the worldaving

5. Participles are explained in many different staysome say that they modify nouns. Others
say that they modify verbs. This is mostly jusgj@estion of semantics. Often participles

identify a secondary action and a time relationsgiepveen the secondary action and the main
verb. In these cases, the Bible reader may oftempret the participle as an explanation of the
verb, a result of the verb, or a description of roeommand is to be fulfilled.

APPLICATION: \\{

~
Eph. 5:18-21... be filled with the Spirit; [19] Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymn
and spiritual songs,_singingand making melody in your heart to the Lord; [20] Giving
thanks always for all things unto God and the Fathein the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
[21] Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

UJ

Here, the participles may explain how to fulfiletcommandment to be filled with the Spirit (or

results of keeping that commandment) by telling tbader secondary actions that take place
simultaneous to the main verb. The actions mayay not be synonymous. The same is true
for the passage below.

Acts 22:16 ... arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sinsaling on the name of the
Lord.
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Exercise IX: Gerunds

Instructions: ldentify whether the underlined word is a partieigr a gerund.

Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, strivagginst sin.

But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, amdentions, and strivingabout the law
It pleased God by the foolishness of preachmgave them that believe.

And my speech and my preachiwgs not with enticingvords of man's wisdom.

For the_perfectingf the saints, for the work of the ministry, fdret edifyingof the body of
Christ:

But in vain they do worship me, teachifay doctrines the commandments of men.

Exercise X: Participles
Instructions: Identify the main verb and then the participlesttiedate to it.

Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all natitwagtizing them in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching thenolserve all things whatsoever | have
commanded you:

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired $muand received all that came in unto him,
preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching thosgsh

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in allisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singirtg griace in your hearts to the Lord.
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LESSONXI: INFINITIVES

1. Theinfinitive is the third class of verbals. The infinitiveaiverb with the word “to” directly
preceding it.

2. The infinitive is generally used as a nouncalh be used as a noun in any case (1,2,3) but the
possessive, as well as in an abstract sense (4).

3. Ordinarily, the “to” should not be separategdli(s from the verb. The exception is with
emphatic adverbs, as, “to diligently inquire”. S®mvould argue if this is a valid exception or
not.

4. The infinitive can also be used as an adje¢byand an adverb (6).

1 | Nominative To eris human.

2 | Objective He made the waters to staisdan heap.
3 | Predicate Nominative | His ambition_is to.fly

4 | Abstract To tellthe truth, | fell asleep.

5 | Adjective He lacked the strength to resist

6 | Adverb We must study to learn
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L ESSONXII: CLAUSES, COMPOUND, AND
COMPLEX

1. Aclauseis a statement with a subject and a predicate.

2. Anindependent clausg1) can stand on its own as a complete thoughdegendent clause
(2) must be used in conjunction with another claodae complete.

3. Asimple sentencg3), the simplest complete thought, contains amg independent clause
and no dependent clauses.

4. A complex sentencg4) contains only one independent clause andast lene dependent
clause.

5. A compound sentencg5) contains more than one independent clausenandependent
clauses.

6. A compound-complex sentencé6) contains at least one dependent clause alehsittwo
independent clauses.

1 | Independent | was giving all diligence to write aigbu.

2 | Dependent When he shall come to be glorified irshists, ...

3| Simple | was giving all diligence to write unto you

4 | Complex When therefore ye see the abomination sbld&on, let them
that are in Judea flee unto the mountains.

5| Compound Let him that is on the housetop not gordtmatake out things

that are in his house, and let him that is in thle fnot return
back to take his cloak.

6 | Compound-CompleX When they shall see the Son ofceparing on the clouds, he
shall send forth his angels with a great sound trumpet,
and they shall gather together his elect from thu fvinds.
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Exercise XlI: Clauses, Compound, and Complex
Instructions: Identify whether the clauses below are independedependent.

when that which is perfect is come

that which is in part shall be done away

when | was a child

| spake as a child

though there be that are called gods

there is one God

if meat causeth my brother to stumble

| will eat no flesh for evermore

it is not possible to eat the Lord's supper

when therefore ye assemble yourselves together
Instructions: Identify whether the sentences below are simplaptex, compound, compound-
complex

When | was a child, | spake as a child.

| spake as a child, and | felt as a child.

When therefore ye assemble yourselves togethensdnengry, and another is drunken.

A most excellent way show | unto you.

Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterexs;, effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,raviters, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.

For though | made you sorry with my epistle, | dxa regret it.
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L ESSONXIIl: CONJUNCTIONS & L OGIC

1. A conjunction is a word used to connect words, sentences, ard giasentences. In the
English of the King James, conjunctions introdueetsnces, but this is sometimes frowned on
in proper modern grammar.

2. Coordinate conjunctionsjoin elements of the same rank. They come in &asses.

1 | Copulative Merely addition and, also, moreover, etc
2 | Adversative Opposition of meaning but, still, yett.

3 | Alternative Chosen or omitted else, or, either, etc

4 | lllative Consequence then, so, because, etc.

3. Subordinate conjunctionsjoin elements of different rank and come in folaisses.

1 | Causal Effect, result, purpose if, unless, exaelpt,

2 | Temporal Time after, before, until, etc.
3| Local Rest in, motion to or from| where, there, wteretc.
4 | Degree/Manner Likeness, equality, etc. as, thaw, ktc.

4. The conjunction implies a relationship betwéerms. Truth tables help to explain what
conditions make a statement, including the conjanctrue. Consider:

Take the check | Deposit it Take the check AND depdast
True True True

True False False

False True False

False False False

Go to town Stay here EITHER go to town OR stay here
True True False

True False True

False True True

False False False

5. If the terms are equated to another term thanhdan be substituted, as below.
He that takes the check and the deposit it willeh$&00.

Take the check | Deposit it Have $500
True True True

True False False
False True False
False False False
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This can be applied to Bible concepts.

APPLICATION:

A=

Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be savedub he that believeth not shal
be damned.

Consider:

Believeth Baptized Believeth AND is Baptized
True True True

True False False

False True False

False False False
Believeth Baptized Shall Be Saved
True True True

True False False

False True False

False False False

Line one verifies that believing is essential. d.imne verifies that baptism is essential. Line
denies the “faith only” doctrine. Line three denthe “baptismal regeneration” doctrine.

You have probably heard the common retort, “Chdidh’t say ‘He that is baptized not shall
damned.” First, notice that “he that believeth sball be damned” is the same as the third
of the truth table. If the third line is true, wign’t the second? The answer is: it ist
whether Christ said it or not. It is a resultloé togic implied by the conjunction.

Think about it!

two

be
line
rue,
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Exercise XllII: Conjunctions & Logic
Instructions: Answer the questions based on the following stattsne

Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be flinnication, AND shall marry another,
committeth adultery.

Assuming no fornication is involved does THIS VERSE say ...

If a person divorces his wife and marries anothergommits adultery.

If a person divorces his wife and does not marotlzer, he commits adultery.

If a person does not divorce his wife and marriestlzer, he commits adultery.

If a person does not divorce his wife and doesmatry another, he commits adultery.

If another verse said that “A person that doesdmdrce his wife and marries another commits
adultery”, would it contradict this verse?

List the four kinds of coordinate conjunctions avitat they mean.

List the four kinds of subordinate conjunctions avitht they mean.
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LESSONXIV: PUNCTUATION

1. Punctuation is the use of marks to divide sentences into parts

2. Marks are generally used to make a sentence discernable. They indicate pauses in oral
reading. There are no punctuation marks in théeBimnuscripts.

3. Changing punctuation can greatly change thenmgaof a sentence. Punctuation marks
should be used and read with caution. Public 8oepreading should always be done in a way
that communicates the proper punctuation througipgr breaks and pauses so that the hearer
can understand the sentence properly.

4. The common punctuation marks are:

Comma , Hyphen -
Semicolon ; Dash —
Colon X Parentheses ()
Period . Brackets []
Question Mark ? Quotation Marks “r
Exclamation Point ! Apostrophe '

5. Thecommadenotes the least separation between sentencergkenilhey can set off words,
phrases, or clauses in a series or when the expmassnot essential to the sentence. They also
set off a noun for direct address. The lack obama in a series indicates that the paired terms
are the same or closely related.

6. Thesemicolonindicates a greater separation that the commanic8®ns often replace a
conjunction in connecting the parts of a compouwstttence.

7. Thecolon denotes an even greater degree of separation.on€alan make a formal
introduction for a speech, lengthy quotation, st.liThey also separate chapter in verse or other
textual markers.

8. Theperiod denotes the greatest degree of separation arehthef a sentence. Theestion
mark denotes a question. Thgclamation mark indicates passion, emotion, or volume.

9. Dashesare used for sudden breaks in a sentence.

10. Theparenthesesinclude an expression with no necessary connetidhe sentence. They
often provide auxiliary information.

11. Brackets enclose words.Apostrophes indicate letter omission or possessiodyphens
join word parts. Quotation marks indicate verbatim recollection. They also can indicate
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sarcasm where what is said in quotations marketisntended seriously or is stated with great
reservation (He thinks he is a “scholar”.).

12. Other common marks may indicate accent oriproiation.
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LESSON XV: LITERAL & FIGURATIVE
L ANGUAGE

1. The following words need consideration.

really

1 a: in reality: ACTUALLY <things as theyeally are> <there was nothing peculiar about her
doing this,really -- Peter Taylor>b : TRULY , UNQUESTIONABLY -- used as an intensifier <a
really beautiful day>

2 -- used to emphasize an assertion <yeally should read Yeats>really, you're being
ridiculous>

literal

1 a: according with the letter of the scriptutes adhering to fact or to the ordinary construction
or primary meaning of a term or expressigfCTUAL <liberty in theliteral sense is impossible -
- B. N. Cardozo>c : free from exaggeration or embellishment <thiteral truth> d :
characterized by a concern mainly with facts <a yverliteral ~man>

2 : of, relating to, or expressed in letters
3: reproduced word for wordexACT, VERBATIM <aliteral translation>

figurative
1 a: representing by a figurer resemblanceEMBLEMATIC b : of or relating to representation
of form or figure in art Sigurative sculpture>

2 a: expressing one thing in terms normally denotingtla@r with which it may be regarded as
analogous METAPHORICAL <figurative language>b : characterized by figuresf speech <a
figurative description>

2. In normal prose, the reader assumes the laegsdderal unless there is a reason to believe
otherwise. Reasons for interpreting an expressisnfigurative include: highly figurative
context, absurdity of statement, idiomatic exp@ssor abnormal prose. Of these, absurdity of
statement is the hardest to prove and the easigsisuse. What you may think is absurd may
sound reasonable to someone else.

3. Certain abnormal prose styles may use figugakiinguage without warning. Such styles
includepoetic prose as the Psalms, apocalyptic prose named after the style of the book of
Revelation.

4. ldioms are terms or expressions peculiar to a languagesevineaning may not be derived
from the conjoined meanings of its elements. Idiomay be dropped into literal contexts
without warning.

5. Similescompare two things using words such as: liketres).

6. Metaphors compare two things by saying something is somgthlse.
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7. Hyperbole is a type of figurative language that uses exaggdrlanguage.

8. Personification treats a nonhuman thing as a human. This caohe with the vocative case
in Greek.

9. Metonymy substitutes an attribute or recognizable symbplafo object and is common in
literal contexts.

10. Synecdochesubstitutes a part for a whole and is commonténdl contexts.
11. Sarcasmis a sharp remark with a literal content that matbe sincerely intended.

12. Anallegory is an elaborate analogy, often in the form ofoayst

Poetic He maketh me to lie down in green pasturedeadeth me beside
the still waters.
Apocalyptic Immediately after the tribulation ofode days shall the sun be

darkened, and the moon shall not give her light te stars shal
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavenl sbahaken.

ldiom bowels of mercies, son of Belial, God bredthe

Simile the day of the Lord so cometh as a thigh@night

Metaphor God is light, and in him is no darknesallat

Hyperbole Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; angimdid my mother conceive
me.

Personification| O death, where is thy sting? O gravhere is thy victory?

Metonymy let him deny himself, and take up his sy@d follow me

Synecdoche Whosoever believeth that Jesus is thst@hborn of God.

Sarcasm And when he was come to the king, the kg unto him

Micaiah, shall we go to Ramothgilead to battlesball | forbear?
And he said, Go ye up, and prosper, and they beallelivered intc
your hand. And the king said to him, How many times shall |
adjure thee that thou say nothing but the truttméoin the name o
the LORD?

—

jey)

Allegory For it is written, that Abraham had twonsp the one by
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. .Which things are a
allegory: for these are the two covenants

-

13. No figure of speech should be taken to mearei@n the context suggests.

14. Parallelism is a stylistic device that equates two statementsrms stated in succession. It
is a trademark of Hebrew poetry (Ps. 19:1) andvenefound in the New Testament (James
5:20).

15. Imagery is the use of vivid words that appeal the sensetescribe something, increasing
the comprehension and affect of the words.
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Exercise XV: Literal & Figurative Language
Instructions: Name the reasons for making a figurative interptietain literal prose.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Instructions: Identify the figure of speech employed in the smete and briefly explain your
answer.

Ye are like unto whited sepulchers.

O Jerusalem, Jerusalethputhat killest the prophets

Ye compass sea and land to make one proselytewhed he is made, ye make him twofold
more the child of hell than yourselves.

Yeserpentsye generation of vipers!

| have gathered thy children together, even asagathereth her chickens undhar wings.

The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat

Instructions: ldentify the following prose styles as literal, pogor apocalyptic. Refer to their
contexts to make your decision.

Song 8:5-7

Isa. 13:10

Gen 7:17-19
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Tips for Better Writing

oo

Set an aim. Do not deviate.
Pre-write. At least outline. Think about what yate going to write before you write
anything.
Rewrite. Good writing is usually rewritten.
Spelling
Usage
Construction
Content.
Put your work away and come back to fresh.
Have someone else read it.
Know your reader.
a. Never overestimate his knowledge and understanding.
b. Never underestimate his intellect.
Begin with a clever statement and follow it withrsething concise and clear.
Be orderly and logical in arranging sentences ardgraphs. Be meticulous and leave
nothing to chance. Possible orders:
a. Chronological
b. Categorical
c. Progressive
Use transitions from thought to thought.
Use Active Voice as often a possible. You may hi@veswrite an entire sentence, but
the results are often worth while.
If you choose to use Passive Voice, do so for soea
a. Emphasize passiveness of the subject.
b. Treat the subject as a victim.

~pooow

10.Use active verbs whenever possible. Avoid form4ambe”.
11.Use vivid imagery. This may include figurative ¢amage.
12.When embedding quotes, try to make them appearatatu
13.Use the right word for the job.

a. Don't use big words to sound smart.

b. Don’t be afraid to use a big word if it is a betteord. Providing a definition in
the text is often helpful.

c. Use strong words for strong points.

d. Be precise.

14.Use rhetorical devices for powerful effects.

Alliteration
Assonance
Rhetorical Questions
Parallelism
Repetition

Avoid clichés.

~P oo oTw

15.Never hide ignorance or error with style.
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