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Shepherd The Flock

Mike VonTungeln

Mike VonTungeln attdﬂdthke the elders in the Jerusalem
Panhandle State Univ rch, t oda y o s el

Pepperdine University, Ha

Pacific University. He hol6¥! lﬁ@g by the Holy Spirit and cannot
in Chemistry, MA in Edugaistjon the apostles diredilyp d a 'y 6
and an MS in Informatiog|§¥$s must base all decisions on what i

tems. Mike has served . .
elder for the Ridgecrest @?u in the scriptureswWhat the

of Christ since October, oAptures do or do not say on a given

—  topic can often become a point of con-
In my forty or so years as a Christigention. This will be discussed later in
have read lots of articles and heardhetarticle.

of classes and sermons on the qualifiganct 20:28 Paul charges the elders
tions of elders but very few on the agtya| Ephesus to :

duties of elderghis article will exam- Tk
ine New Testament passages dlrecte‘:lfiI akKe

heed wunto
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit

specifically to elderslopefully, a later hath made you bishops, to feed the

article will examine Old Testament pas-
sages directed to shepherds, and provigBurch of the Lord which he pur-
some suggestions on how to go about thel @S €d wi t h hi's o
el der dFEe seripturks. quoted inFirst, he tells them to take heed unto
this article will be from the AmeridlemselvesThe elders are to care for
Standard Version unless other@gh otherlIndividual elders must re-
noted. member that they are subject to the

In Acts 15, beginning with verse t\%j’ersmp.
we read that the elders of the JerusaMhat does it mean to feed the church?
church were called up to help makeetsing scripture explain scripture, we
decision regarding whether or not Gead:
tile converts were to be subject to the
Law of Mosesloday, elders are called
upon to decide questions of faith.

Corinthians 3:

é6 conti nuec
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A Letter From a Student
By Frank R. Williams

In writing about the Oklahoma City of Biblical Studies, | have tried to convey the attit
the desires of our studehtswever, it is generally expected that the Dean of stude
would have nothing but good words to write about the school and hdestudertss

ago, | was grading homework papers, and inside the papers | found a letter from tt
whose homework | was grading. He expresses the attitude and desires of our students far bette
could. The letter was unsolicited and is here used with his permission.

Sir,

| have been wanting to write this to you for some time nowrank, |
was raised in a Christian home and taught to believe in and love GOD.
However, | was never taught how to study the Bible and was saturated in
these survey type Bible classe$.would walk away from these classes not
learning anything and sometimes feeling very frustrated and confused.|
understood that it was my responsibility to learn but | did not know where
to ever start. | want to thank you for teaching me how to study the Bible
and how to read it with logic. Since | have started going to class there |
have learned more about the word of GOD than | have in my whole adult
life. | crave to want to learn more because you have taught me how t
study. | am writing this with tears coming down my face because not
only will I benefit from what you have taught me but my family will also
because | will be able to lead them spiritually the way the LORD would have
me to. My son will be light-years ahead of me when he is my age because
of what | am learning now and | am so very grateful for that Frank.You
are a role model and | really do appreciate you and all that you do.

O

Very Respectfully,
Jonathan L. Sumerlin

Jonathan is in the U.S. Air Force and is an instructor at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City, OK

As a teacher, Jonathands words are the swe
the Oklahoma City School of Biblical Studies. Jon just happens to bi¢ i thig tfpssof student that
we are seeking to be part of the school.

To all those who help with the support of the school, here is what your support isWeirg tineed for.
school, teachers and students, say: oOoThank vy

The Spring Classes have all been completed and more students have taken the classes for c
before to my knowledgéis is something that | have worked on for the last fewdergssare now talk-
ing about graduatinthe Oklahoma City School of Biblical Studies has not recently had a graduatia
The time is coming!



Volume 4, Issue 2 Page

Doers of the Word

By Timothy Sparks
oBe doers of tcreeg t wond,spianidt wmaolt I ndi vi dueé
hearers only, tlecei 0oi Wg yvyaunnoeéel wegso i dly |

(Jas. 1:22). In the immediate ctime word.

text, James defines doers of theg,rely we can agree that being doers of the word
s th

word as those who ol agquiéldd B doers Just d ﬁré?ée\ﬁ'tuﬁ $iris-2 N d

flowing of wickedness, and receive with meeknessthe, s were doer s : dai

. , 0And
i mplanted wordo (v. 2dyhonk® RE Sid dotbEabeteBdhingSahddledtfing ©

who looks into the perfect law of liberty and conjnil€s ;s as t he Chri st 6 (Act s

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer Qf;thén teaching people about Jesus. For us to be do-
work, this one will &y hlisBieathfothersithe godpbl BfliesuB Ehrisfl © ©
(v.25). When Paul states, O0And a se

What is a dictionar yudefriedni tbiuotn hboef @amtelred ?t dc a
ing to MerriatWe b st er 8 s On | i n TiM.i2:24), iswely &g dpes aot mednotleatr ode must
i's oone that takes anjushhetablevteeteaphahbuttdoesd not have totteadh.eThei c s
one who actively participates to the best of his@Gbilgye k wor d Paul uses means
to compete. He trains with a passion because hBAGDA 191). To become skilled in teaching the
mission. A doer is not lazy, maintains a positivecHafitures we must teach. However, we cannot teach
tude, and contributes to the overall team effort.tidoWcriptures if we do not know the Scriptures. We
if we apply that to the body of Christ, a doer imoste study the Scriptures. There is an old saying,
who takes an active part in following Christ. To ¥sku cann o't teach what you

OWho is a doer of thecaomdt?dél eadrehétg Vb vame
ing OWho is a Chri st i doar®d thdwordhweawill doveel to apply tb bue wor
a Christian is o0one whiovdol Pawso€hriinstt.rucAifoalsl ¢

Christ is one who is going where Christ would gloemsedthings; give yourself entirely to them, that your
is doing what Christ would do. Where would Jepusgress may be evident to all. Take heed to yourself
going and what would Jesus be doing? Jesusarami tthe teaching. Continue in them, for in doing
preach the gospel (Mk. 1:38). Jesus came to s#ek god will save both yourself and those who hear
save the lost (Lk. 19:10). If we are doers of thewordy, 6 ( 1 -16)).iWe.mustl beldbers of the

we will take an active part in leading others to Chvostl!

James does not limit being a doer to specific iddbers do not believe that we have to have a
viduals in the body of Christ but commands allanlera-voef Ifi npg aceé in terms of
bers to oObe doers of otBua worodw. 6 nWhihlee grtaacéesamndu
you, as an individual, may be a doer of the wBrdori or Jesus Christo (2 Pet
that | may be a doer of the word, it is not enoutghtf@ Lord and a joy to others today. Be doers of the
Godds people collectiweglly to ride on the coatt a

What Can You Do to
Help Us “Teach Others
To Teach Others”

(2 Timothy 2:2)?

OKLAHOMA CITY SCHOOL

of Biblical Studies




Pagé

One Heart

milk, not with meat; for ye were not yet ablen@mner, they may be precluded from becomin
bear 1t): nay, not ewolees attangpiwng ta rawageyhe coagbebadion.o

Hebrews 5: 12 oOFor whrelJamebyl4weread,on of t he t i

ought to be teachers, ye have need again that Sam@y among you sick? Let him call for the elde

one teach you the rudiments of the first principlggine church: and let them pray over him, anoint
of the oracles of God; and are become suchi,%shim with oil in the name of the Lord:

have need of mil k, a nogt of sol.i food. o
I—Pere the eciders are to pray for the sick and to anol

1 Peter 2:2, oas newREG wih oiPVePstiSoray tbrand Gick bAtfwhak '

tual milk which is without guile, that ye may gEWlit the anointing with @Weo of the commenta-

thereby wunto salvat iigdicshsulted, Guy N. Woods, and James Burtc
The milk spoken of in these passages is TBach@uffman believed that the anointing with oil was i
feed the flock is to eonunetiondveh nraculausihedlirg.shirdncom g
word. The elders may do this themselves or theymemgtor, James Sheerer believed that it might he
do it through preachers and teachers whom thmeapin conjunction with miraculous healing, or i
point. might have been for purely medicinal purposes.

In Acts 20:291 Paul goes on to state: The final scripture we will examine is 1 P&er 5:1

29 | know that after my departing grievousl To the elders among you, | appeal as a fello
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing tlieler, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one wi
flock; 30 and from among your own selves shadllso will share in the glory to be revealgd:

men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw awlgpherds of God's flock that is under your car
the disciples after the3th. Wherefore watch ye, serving as overseerst because you must, but
remembering that by the space of three yearbelcause you are willing, as God wants you to b
ceased not to admonish every one night and daygreedy for money, but eager to Send;

with tears. lording it over those entrusted to you, but being

Paul warns the elders to watch out for the grievd@mples to the flock.

wolves and men arising from within their own nitheloey Peter admonishes the elders to be shepherd:
seeking to draw away disciples after themselve& ®ebb s f | o c k|, equates th
ing with wolves is one of the hardest and mosteheartirages them to lead by example.

wrenching tasks the elders are faced with. What have we learneB command, elders are
In 1 Timothy 5:17, Paul writes, charged to take heed to themselves, feed the chur

OLet the elders thaergherherfdspef  c50dPedf

of double honor, especially those who labor IRgngcriptures also imply that elders are to protect t
word and in teachin gcpngregatlon from wolves and false teachers, rule

. congregation, The NI V
From this passage we may understand thatthelaptp 20t r?y 5 17 a(s ddirec

ity of the elders to direct the local congregationtgagﬂt and pray for the sick
limited to leadership by example. ’ '

In Titus 1:10, 11, after setting forth the qualifica-
tions of elders, Paul writes,

©10 For there are many unr FPiggralYe n, vain ta
and deceivers, specially they of the circumé&igioRible, American Standard S@tsieort Worth, TX, Star
11 whose mouths must be stopped; men wh¥le Publications, Inc
overthrow whole houses, teaching things wofferan, James Bur@offman Commentaries on the Old and N
they ought not, for fiefamgHepytli@hyosgake. ¢
. h "God?d Wor d, w2010
Here we read that elders have the charge of sﬁeenglﬁgc 09093 of " searc

false teachers, another difficult and often RESF{E" JiMew Testament Comraetaryeomen Press

wrenching tasklowever, if false teachers or teacWé’Fé?'ls' GT“&’ '\(‘? Cor‘lr‘?demigﬂ?q” the Epistiel6ir0aash-
teaching error are confronted early and in a IovMbe’ » SOSPELAGVO pany
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The Thief on the Cross
By Marion R. Fox

One of the favorite passages (nader The Great Commission [Ig§).2:2
people use to prove that baptismligthe New Covenant went into effect in Acts 2, then
not necessary for salvation is Lihkethief died under the Law of Moses. (If the thief died
23:43. Is the thief a pattern for tneder the Law of Moses, then his salvation is not a pat-
salvation of people today? tern for us today.) If we claim that we can be saved by
Lk. 23:42 (KJV) And he said unto Jesus, Loithereneans that the thief was saved, we must: (1) Ex-
member me when thou comest into thy kingol@ss words of comfort to Jesus while He is upon the
43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily | say untertiese(not possible today), (2) Hear the words from the
Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. mouth of Jesus (not possible today), and (3) Be under
the Law of Moses (no one has been under the Law of
Moses since Acts 2). In short, we cannot duplicate the

Does Jesus Implicitly Teach conditions under which the thief was forgiven. Since we
That The Thief Was Saved? cannot duplicate these conditions, the thief is not a pat-
tern for the salvation 6f@dntury people.
What does it mean when Jesus said: o0To day shal't
be with me in paradise. 6? According to Psal ms 1

(quoted in Acts 2:31), Jesus went to Sheol (Hebrew) blermeneutical Principles Involved in
Hades (Greek cf. ASV). At His death, Jesus went to Answering These Questions
Sheol (Hebrew) or Hades (Greek), but we learn from

Lk. 23:43 that Jesus went to Paradise. The eVilhieh f i r st her meneuti cal p
man (Lk. 16:23) went to Hades and was intorimeny s poken to?6 Clearly,
therefore part of Hades is not Paradise. From tiss, wethe thief. No passage can be found that makes
conclude that paradise is either the same as Haeéss,same conditions universally binding conditions for
contains Hades, or Hades contains Paradise. §alv#tien. The wording of Luke 23:43 does not make
study reveals that Hades [the abode of the deadjthaptamise universal.
parts: torment [also called Tada2uBet. 224l and The second her meneuti cal
paradise.) dispensation was the one being spoken to living un-

ri
Je

Y

An admission that the thief was saved does nat prove 6 ( Obvi ously he was wund

that baptism is not essential for salvation (aftie theew Testament.) A failure to apply this herme-
cross). It cannot be proven that the thief was noebtigal principle has led to a number of doctrinal er-
tized (of Johnds baptrors.m) prior to the events

(0]

23:43. Many Jews were baptized of Johnodos bapti

(Mt. 3:56). John baptized multitudes (Lk. 3:7). All the
people (a hyperbole) were baptized by John (Lk. 7284 is No Respecter of Persons (Acts 10:34)
The words (of Lk. 23:43) were spoken before Jesus
died (before the Great Commission was givenReténeclearly stated this principle in Acts 10:34. Other
apostles) and before the Great Commission lpgsssiges teach this principle (both explicitly and implic-
went into effect (Mt. 2828, Mk. 16:186, etc.).  itly). If God saved people by different means, He would
When did the Law of Moses end and the Newl@oaeespecter of persons. God is good and having re-
nant begin? Jesus took it away by His blood {Cdp2t3f persons is not good (Pro. 24:23). There is no
14). A very important question is: Did the New @esgect of persons with God (Rom. 2:11). It is a sin to
nant begin the moment that Jesus died, or did ihdegmespect of persons (Jas. 2:9).
when the New Covenant was revealed (Acts 2)?B¥ew God cannot disannul His promises and laws
could people be responsible to a law that had (Galye:18.7). If God cannot disannul His covenant,
been revealed? It is apparent that the New Testament _
went into effect with the preaching of the apostles e continued

on

C

=
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e continued from page 5

then even God cannot change his conditions of that they had to accept Jesus as the Messiah to hay
for the Children of Israel until they were given - mission of sins.

Covenant. The Law of Moses brought remissiol

(Lev. 4:20, 26, etcwe recognize that it was still ¢

tingent upon the blood of Christ). Other Things Implicitly Taught Regarding the
Some ask questions | Thief on the Cross sag

teach that Jesus had the power to arbitrarily

sins? (cf. MK . 2: 10, Letus consider some things implicitly taught r¢gardi

to this question we note: (1) If Jesus gave forgi\ the thief on the cross and some others in the books
ways different than the Law of Moses (while tl Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. First, no person cou
was in effect), he would be a respecter of persoibe saved who rejected the counsel of God (Lk. 7:3(
Jesus gave forgiveness in ways different than tt Had the thief or those of Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:C
Moses (while the Law was in effect), he would etc. rejected the counsel of God? Clearly, if they h.
lating the Law of God. (Remember no true pinot rejected the counsel of God, they must have be
taught anything contrary to the Scripturesthattbapti zed of Johnds bapt
ple possessed [Deut. 13:5]). Jesus came to re of God, and Jesus saved them, then He was a respe
will of God (Jn. 6:38) and much of what He taug o f persons not to save
applied after the cross. baptism. (If this were true, then rejecting the counsel
God is not such a bad thing.)
Second, the thief had obviously heard the preach
A Consideration of the Baptism of John of ei ther: John, Jesus,
knew that Jesus was sinless (Lk. 23:41). The thief knr
Johnoés baptism was pr of the kihgdom of God (Lk. 23:42). The thief callex
the apostlébefore the cross. After the crossthe J esus oLordo ( Lk. 23: 42
tles preached The Great Commission baptism. 23:41) and demonstrated that he believed Jesus to
What was the pur pos e the Christ. Therefore he fulfiled one of the reguire
tism was for remission of sins (Mk. 1:4 and Lk ments of Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3 and the requireme
The Holy Spirit used the same vifd)gjsg' U of Acts 19:4. If he had been baptized, then he had

Ue U; (uataremission of sSV or for remis:f i | 1 ed al l of Johnds r e
sion of sinkKJV), in Mk. 1:4, Lk. 3:3, Mt. 26:28, a

Acts 2:38. We cannot _ _ Jc
tism promised remission of sins in Mk. 1:4 and Logical Arguments Relating to the

without rejecting the same point in Mt. 26:2€ Thief on the Cross

blood was shed for remission of sins) and Acts .

Great Commission baptism was for remission (Here we introduce a series of logical arguments tf

Johndés preaching ( an ddemonstrate (by implication) that the thief and ¢ese

designed to prepare the way of the Lord (the Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, etc. were baptized of

Jesud Mk. 1:3 and Lk. 3:4). Johnds baptism. First,
Johndés baptism had o thatclarify myarguments: t h

sion of sins. First, John required that they repel

before being baptized and after being Baptihed ~ Did Jesus sin? Answer: No (1 Pet. 2:22).

event that they sinned after they were baptize Did Jesus violate the Law of Moses? Answer: No

1:4 and Lk. 3:3]). Se (1Pet2:22). al

that they believe on the Messiah (the Christ) af  Did the Law of Moses provide for remission of

were baptized (Acts 19:4). We know that no on  Sins? Answer: Yes (Lev. 4:20, 26, efc.). _

ally received remission of sins until the blood ¢ Did John the baptist promise remission of sins?

was shed (Mt. 26:28). This passage (Acts 19:4  Answer: Yes (Mk. 1:4 and Lk. 3:30).
Was there any actual remission of sins before the
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cross? Answer: No (Heb. 10:4 and 11). Logical Argument Set Forth by Calvinists
Was there actual remission of sins by meat

Page

Johndos baptism bef orMany Calvinists make the following argument:(in Idgie
(Heb. 10:4, 11, and Acts 19:4). cal form) to support their claim that baptism is not es-
sential to oneds salvation.

Second let us consider some syllogistic arg

that prove that those of Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, If God is righteous and He saved by faith without

23:43, etc. were baptized. My first argument is  baptism in Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43

etc.,

upon the righteous nature of God. then God will save others by faith without baptism.

God is righteous and He saved by faith witho
If God is righteous, then God will judge all I  tism in Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43, etc.
same standard. God will save others by faith without baptism
God is righteous.

ut bap-

God will judge all by the same standard. When we apply transposition (contraposition) to

their first premise we obtain the following premise:

Now we will include this conclusion in another

ment. If God will not save others by faith without baptism,

then either God is not righteous or God wil
If God will judge all by the same standard save by faith without baptism.
those of Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43, God is righteous. (Axiomatic)

| not

will be judged by the same standard as other ~ God will not save others by faith without baptism.

God will judge all by the same standard. (This means that those of Mk. 2:10, Lk. 7:48

19:9,

Those of Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43  23:43, etc. were not saved without the baptism of

will be judged by the same standard as other  John.)

My second argument is based upon the conc Clearly, the Scriptures implicitly teach that those of
this first argument. Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43, etc. were baptized

of Johnds baptism.
If Jesus forgave the sins of those of Mark 2:]
7:48, 19:9, 23:43, etc. by another standard
than he forgave other Jews, then Jesus will n Conclusion
those of Mark 2:10, Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43, e

the same standard as other Jews. Some denominational people want to be saved in the

Jesus will judge those of Mark 2:10, Luke manner that the thief on the cross was saved.
19:9, 23:43, etc. by the same standard a<dent that he lived and died under the Law of

It is evi-
Moses

Jews. which ended with the coming of the New Testament.

Jesus did not forgive sins of those of MartSo me member s of the L

Luke 7:48, 19:9, 23:43, etc. by another sta Jesus had the right to arbitrarily forgive sins. It i

otherthan he forgave other Jews dent that even God cannot violate His own law
fore Jesus was limited to the Scriptures when

My third argument contains some additional gave sin.
that help to clarify this argument: (1) All Jews It is evident that thoseMairk 2:10, Luke 7:48
the cross were under the Law of Moses and 19 : 9, 23: 43, etc. wer

e bapt

baptism of John (including the baptism administthey received their guarantee of remission of sins when

Jesus before the cross) was only in effect after tthey accepted that Jesus is the Christ (the Mes

siah) and

This baptism ceased to be practiced after the cfulfilled the requirements set forth by John the baptist.

cause it required belief in the Messiah after the
This baptism was replaced by The Great Conr
baptism (which required belief in the Christ befo
tism).
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Preacher sdé6 Met hods: St
by JW. McGarvdy 9182D) t aken ffrom [ ectures

il The study of the Bible by books i-- a process never to be adopted by a student exc
volved, to a large extent, in twhen the original sources are beyond his reach. R
method of study just named, and (introductions after you have studied the books and t
cially is this true of the historibefore. Thus read, they may correct or modify you
books. But a man may acquire a good knowl own conclusions, but read in advance they may m
events recorded in a historical book without lead you and at best you are not able to judge of th
studied the book as a-bwitkout, in other words correctness.
having given attention to the specific design In addition to the study of Bible books separatel
book, as to the plan on which it is constructe many of them should be studied in groups, accordi
one understands a book until he has done this to their subjeatatter, or the time of their composi-
regard to the books which are not historical, wttion. For example, the books containing the scatter
student of sacred history may have gleaned 1statutes of the Mosaic law are a group by themsel\
mentioned in these, and may have given the bcthe prophets before the captivity, the prophets of tt
and the author of it their proper place in the  captivity, and the prophets after the captivity are thre
sion of biblical events, he may as yet have lear other groups. In the New Testament the four Gospe
little of what the book contains. When we are a group having common soigjget, and yet
gleaned, for example, the historical facts embcJohn's Gospel, if grouped according to time, woul
the book of Job, in the Psalms, in Proverbs, ir stand with his three epistles and the Apocalypse, as
the prophets or in any of the epistles, how mtlatest writings of the New Testament. In like manne
mains that is yet to be learned? How much, tcthe apostolic Epistles should be studied in groups
is, if possible, of more importance than the cording to the time of their composition. Only in this
matter to which the facts sustain only such a re way can we have before our minds the state of soci
does the scaffold to the building, or the golden which was before the minds of the writers, and poss
work to the gem which glitters within its embrathe key to the vivid appreciation of these writing
order to reach and gather this rich fruitage o which these circumstances alone can furnish.
knowledge, every single book in the Bible m The study of the Scriptures by topics is the thir
made, in the course of a preacher's life, a sumethod which | have named. While prosecuting tt
minute and patient study. methods already mentioned, a general knowledge
The method of studying a single book is sim leading topics will have been obtained; but th
obvious. It requires that we first obtain a gener preacher should never be satisfied with a gene
ception of its design and its contents. This is ¢ knowledge of any topic treated in the Bible. Detach:
by reading it for that special purpose. pieces of information are never satisfying, and they
This prepares the way for the second step, \very likely to prove misleading. Complete, systemat
to ascertain the general divisions of the book, tand exact information is what our calling demand
with the aim and contents of each. When this and this we must as soon as possible acquire.
complished the framework of the book, showi | know of no method by which such a knowledge
plan on which it is constructed, is distinctly befitopics can be acquired less laborious than the follc
mind, and we are prepared for the more minting: First, by means of your recollection from forme
amination of its particular parts. While reading readings, and by use of your Concordance, gather
these purposes, we will usually have formed s all the passages which treat of the subject in hand
guaintance with its historical connections, suclwhich throw any light upon it. Second, classify the:
time and circumstances under which it was v passages according to the different branches of
and the influences at work upon the mind of 1 subject with which they are connected. The branch
thor. Next follows an exegetical study of every of the subject are often known in a general way bef
sentences and paragraphs. Much of this infc the investigation begins. They have come into noti
can be obtained by reading an introduction by inquiries of your own mind, or they have beel
book, but this is to obtain information at secon made familiar by religious controversy. When the d
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visions thus suggested are but a part, the |But only a certain portion of these is well adapted to
themselves will suggest the remainder, so thithe cultivation of devotion. Some of them are descrip-
will seldom appear any difficulty in completely tive, some didactic, and a few are vindictive, giving
fying the collected passages and obtaining e) utterance to that sentiment of the Mosaic law which
subdivisions of the topic. The next step is to allowed the demand of an eye for an eye and a tooth
the thoughts and facts under each branch of th for a tooth. By frequent reading of all the Psalms, the
in some natural order of sequence, and thus preacher will make himself acquainted with those
systematic view of it as it stands in the ScriptL which contain pure devotional feeling according to the
nally, the parts must be studied with reference Christian standard, and these should be his sources of
another and the whole; and the whole must be inspiration.
with reference to all its parts. When this is doi But besides the Psalms, there are many passages in
are prepared, and not till then, to write or spe Job, in Eccelesiastes, in Proverbs, in the prophets, and
the subject or any of its parts with the assuranc even in the historical books of the Old Testament, the
who understands fully what he proposes to say study of which lifts up the soul to the loftiest senti-

This is a laborious process. It is one which ¢ments, while in the New Testament, which contains
few have the industry to pursue; but the few v not a single book of poetry, there are passages in the
pursue it are the masters in Israel, they are th Gospel, in Acts, in the Epistles, and in the Apoca-
ers of teachers; while those who lack this irlypse, fully equal to the sublimest poetry for filling the
must remain contented with very imperfect k soul with every holy emotion. The preacher, while
edge, and must obtain their knowledge in the 1 studying the Scriptures historically, by books and by
secorwthand. | suppose myself to be addressir topics, will have found all these passages. He should
who wish to rank with the former of these two ¢ mark them as he discovers them, and should subse-
It may be well to add, however, that a yquently revert to them, for devotional reading until
preacher, in the beginning of his ministry must both their contents and their places in the book be-
sarily discuss some subject before he can have came familiar to him.
and opportunity for this exhaustive study; but ¢ In order to the best effect upon our hearts,
should remember that this necessity is one of votional study should not consist in a mere
abilities of inexperience which must be put areading of the parts referred to; for in this way the
soon as possible. impression made is likely to be shallow and transitory.

In the last place, | am to speak of studying th We should study these passages exegetically, searching
tures devotionally. The preacher who has not into the significance of every figure employed, and
tional spirit, lacks the chief elements of powetrying to paint before imagination's eye every image
the people both in the pulpit and out of it. He projected by the writer. If we read, "The Lord is my
terly incapable of cultivating a devotional spirii shepherd, | shall not want,” we do not feel full force
hearers; and without this the entire service of the metaphor until we learn all about the work of a
church becomes an empty form. No man wh Palestine shepherd, as it is alluded to throughout this
lead the people in the way of life can afford to Psalm, and as it is literally described by Jesus in the
this element of the Christian character, this sotenth chapter of John. So of all the metaphors, tropes
religious enjoyment, this element of pulpit prand historical allusions throughout the poetry of the
Apart from frequent prayer and much medit Bible.
there is no way to cultivate this spirit except  But the best effects of devotional study will still lie
thoughtful reading of those portions of Scrbeyond our reach, if we do not commit many of these
which are especially designed to awaken de inspiring passages to memory, so that we can meditate
sentiments. The preacher, therefore, should upon them in the night watches, call them up amid
these portions a great deal. They should be in our labors and our journeyings, and make them sub-
every day. jects of conversation when the Bible is not at hand. It

When we speak of devotional parts of the is in this way that the word of God is to dwell in us
tures, the mind turns at once to the book of Frichly in all wisdom. If you will inquire you will find it
for in it are collected the richest poetic effusi almost universally true of men and women eminent
pious hearts throughout the period of Jewish for piety, that their Memories were vast storehouses
tion, from Moses to the poets of Babylonian ce for the most precious portions of God's Holy. Book.
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WORD STUDIES
Hell & Hades: Vague Translation vs. Transliteratior

y by Beryamin J. Williams

_ ‘ One common criticism of olc to exist hade€) : the nether realm of the deuvil
translations is the translation of and the demons in which the damned suffer everle
Greek wortfid diadds as o i ng punishment &

simple example would come from the King 2 a: a place or state of misery, torment, or wickec

translation of the Pentecost sermon: ness ... b : a place or state of turmoil or destructio
Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my . ... C: a severe scolding; also : flak, grief ... d : unre
hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One t strained fun or sportiveness ... especially to sugg
corruption. action on impulse or wi
Thayer defines this Greek word as: an extremely unpleasant and often inescapable si
1) name Hades or Pluto, the god of thelon t i on €
gions To this day, dictionari

2) Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the dian unseen realm of the dead, specifically associc
3) later use of this word: the grave, death, helwith Hades. Second to that, the term is associat
Strong explains that the Greek term etymolo With the abode of the Devil and everlasting punis
comes from the negative alpha prefix and tt ment.
word Oti ¥which means to know, perceive, or SO, what is the proper way to deal with this Gree
Literally, the term meant a place not seen (term? The answer diverges along two schools
known. In secular Greek literature, the term i:thought. The older translators tried to find a suitab!

to describe the place of the dead in Greek myt English word to match up with the Greek term ir

It was neither punitive nor paradise. ltwassirduest i on. Finding few
unseen realm. Strong suggests that the ;S€€eén realm of the dead¢
(‘)proper|y unseen, thater.m, Ohel.l.O MQdern pt|
of departed soulg;r ave, hel | . ¢ onthisvague translation, have transliterated the ter

To solidify this meaning of the term, we are | taking the Greek letters to create a new English wo

by the fact that this verse is a quotation from 1fi Hades. Like gopher wood, behemoth, or levia
Testament (Psa|m 1610) In the Psa|m5, the \than, we are left with novel new words to repIaC(
wordshedd used. Browhaldefine this word as: older vague words! It sounds better, but in terms
1) Shepbnderwo”d, grave, he||’ pit: a) the un translation, is a little like cheating.
world, b) Sheethe OT designation fortheab So, whil e the English

of the dead ... a little less confusing to modern ears, cut the ol
The reason for this discussion is in confusio translators a little slack the next time you read th
modern usage of the yword ohell .o No one;|ha
common modern understanding of the Englis| gitimate English word in 400 years!
ohell 6 is a | ake of h t
death (Rev. 21:8). However odd as it may see .
definition is not always reflected as the first de Bibliography

. . e . Brown, Francis, Edward Robinson, S. R. Driver, Charles A
in even modern English dictionaries. For ex Briggs, and Francis BrdBnown, Driver, Briggs, Gesenius

MeriarWebsters Online Dictionary offers the  Hebrew and English LESemrd.
| owi ng as the first t Dictonary and ThesauMsrriaswebster Onlindnternee | |
Etymology: Middle English, from OIld English source. http://www.merriamebster.com.
to Old Englishelarto conceal, Old High Germ Strong, JamesStrong's Exhaustive Concordance of the E
. N E-Sword.
helapLatincelardsreekalyptein Thayer, Josephl h a y e fEfglish I&xicore df the New Testa
Date: before 12th century mentE-Sword.

1 a (1) : a nether world in which the dead cc
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August 17- December 7

1st Quarter: August 1T October 5
2nd Quarter: October 12 December 7
No classes November 23 for Fall Break

1st Quarter Introductory Courses Upper Division Courses
1st Period 1 & 2 Peter Galatians
6:30-8:30 PM* Frank R. Williams Marion R. Fox
2nd Period Genesis Advanced Greek
8:30-:9:15 PM Mike VonTungeln Marion R. Fox

2nd Quarter Introductory Courses Upper Division Courses
1st Period Church History (1850906) Philippians
6:30-8:30 PM* Frank R. Williams Marion R. Fox
2nd Period Genesis Advanced Greek
8:30-:9:15 PM Mike VonTungeln Marion R. Fox

*Dinner Break offered from 7:1%:45 PM
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